
 

A 
æad%la 

rectitude 

æadam  

non-being: not-yet existence 

æadl  

justice 

afl%k,  sing. falak 

celestial spheres whirling around the earth like the whorls on a spindle 

aêadiyya  

absolute oneness; the One as apart from all possible relations and individualizations 

aêk%m, sg. êukm  

instructions, regulations; peculiarities 

ahl al-kit%b 

possessors of the Scripture: the Jews, Christians and Muslims 

aêw%l, sg. ê%l 

conditions to which a worshipper is transferred by purifying his nafs; ^èfî states; ways of being; 

momentary traits 

æajami 

non-Arab 

akhf%å 

‘most arcane’ laûîfa situated in the dura meter. Through it a mystic receives information from 

the tajallî aæ£am as well as from the nafs kulliyya 

akhl%q f%àila  

ethical virtues,  seven in number:  valour,  proper sexual behaviour, magnanimity, consistency 

in conduct, mastery of language, diy%na, wisdom 

 

æ%lam al-ajs%m 

physical world 

 



æ%lam al-arw%ê  

world of immaterial entities 

 

æ%lam al-jabarèt 

the World of Omnipotence, i.e. of the divine Names and Attributes. Things in this world are 

still in a state of superformal existence in distinction to the lower æalam al-mith%l where the 

objects possess subtle forms 

 

æ%lam al-l%hèt  

the World of the Godhead,  the incommunicable world of the divine Essence 

 

æ%lam al-malakèt  

the World of Sovereignty,  i.e.  of the  angelic beings and spiritual realities;  intermediate 

between the  æ%lam al-jabarèt and the  æ%lam al-ajs%m.  Here the decree of God takes shape before 

being translated into physical manifestation 

 

æ%lam al-mith%l  

the World of Prefiguration, in which things are shaped before they are embodied in actual 

existence upon the earth, in the same way as an architect draws the shape of a house on a piece 

of paper before he builds it in empiric reality 

 

æ%lam al-n%sèt  

phenomenal world, world of bodily forms 

 

æam%å 

'dark mist', i.e. simple essence devoid of qualities  and relations; primordial matter 

 

an%niyya 

I-ness, egoity.  It is full-fledged (kubr%) if it regards the self-consciousness of the cosmos, and it 

is in an embryonic stage (^ughr%) if it concerns the nascent self-consciousness of souls possessing 

volition 

 



æaql 

intellect. A perceptible laûîfa residing in the brain.  It covers the area lying between the concrete 

and the abstract. One of its distinguishing marks is sure knowledge in respect of matters related 

to traditional doctrines. It can also refer to the stage at which God becomes conscious of 

Himself. 

æaraà, pl. aær%à 

accident. It is the opposite as well as the complement of jawhar which is the 

constitutive form of it 

 

æ%rif 

he who possesses maærifa: advanced mystic 

 

arw%ê 

spirits;  rèê, spirit 

 

asb%b al-nuzèl 

occasions of revelation 

 

a^ê%b al-aær%f 

Lit. Companions of “Limbo”, being neither in Paradise nor in Hell, inhabitants of Barzakh, i.e. 

isthmus: connecting link, e.g. between two spheres of existence; interval of time (between death 

and Resurrection) 

 

a^ê%b al-yamîn 

Companions of the Right-hand Side (of the Throne during the Last Judgment):  the ordinary 

believers 

 

ashgh%l, sg. Shughl 

meditation techniques 

 

asm%å, sg. ism 

Names; attributes in action, i.e. powers scattered through the æ%lam al-amr (world of 



instantaneous creation) and the æ%lam al-khalq (world of what is created by degrees). They depart 

from God's Essence as asm%å badiyya and return to It as asm% æawdiyya 

 

asm%å h%ditha 

divine powers regulating daily happenings 

 

asr%r 

‘mysteries’, underlying ideas 

 

%th%r 

workings; external products of God's Names 

 

%ya 

lit. Sign; miracle; a verse of the Qurå%n 

 

aæy%n th%bita 

immutable archetypes, i.e. the ontological models which are established in divine Consciousness 

and upon which the phenomenal things are produced 

 

aæyn th%bita 

essential character of a human being which determines his or her fate  

 

æazîma 

a strictly interpreted ordinance 

 


